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Choices of Non-Criminal Path to Euthanasia
Abstract

Euthanasia, in general conception, is the practice operated by professional specialists based
on dying patients’ voluntary and real requests. It is for the relieving of the tremendous and
unendurable physical pain and suffering.

In this thesis, | will discuss the choices of non-criminal path to Euthanasia from three
specific sections. Section One is an introduction, which briefly demonstrates the background of
Euthanasia from four aspects, including its definition, current situation, controversies and
development. Section Three concludes the practicability of Euthanasia’s convicting by following
its social harmfulness and the theory of victim promise judicially based on Article 13, “provision”
in Criminal Law under the perspective of China’s legal system, as well as not violating the
principle of “Nulla poena sine lege”.

Section Two are the main body part of the thesis, including Chapter Two: General
Introduction to Euthanasia; Chapter Three: Controversies and Practice of Euthanasia; Chapter
Four: Non-Criminal Necessity of Euthanasia and Choices of the Path. At the beginning of this
section, | summarize five requisite elements of Euthanasia based on some representative
definitions given by Chinese scholars and also clarify the current Euthanasia classification. Some
behaviors will be eliminated from the discussion of Euthanasia and | will illustrate my point of
view about the nature of Euthanasia classification separately, dividing it into Direct Euthanasia
and Indirect Euthanasia.

Secondly, 1 will discuss the pros and cons of Euthanasia theoretically. Although China has
not equipped with legislative conditions of Euthanasia yet, we should still value the significance
of the supporting views and Euthanasia research. For the aspect of Euthanasia practice,
Netherland is a legislative representative country and Japan is a judicial representative one, both
of them are selected to analyze. At last, | will point out the necessity of non-criminal Euthanasia
based on several cases which are called Euthanasia cases in Chinese judicial practice openly.
Subsequently, combined with Chinese legal system, I try to make some sense that the Euthanasia
cases are non-criminal from two angles, the interpretation of Article 13 “provision” in Criminal

Law and Victim Promise, which is one of legitimate behaviors. Non-criminal Euthanasia helps



people to be aware of the unlawfulness of practicing Euthanasia in private. It lays a solid

foundation for the future of Euthanasia legitimacy through typical cases in China.

Key words:
Euthanasia, non-criminal, Article 13 “provision” in Criminal Law, Victim

Promise
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